July 29, 2011

Presently, Rev. Dr. Severson faithfully
serves the Union Missionary Baptist Church
congregation, where he has given spiritual
guidance for the past thirty-three years. Under
his gracious leadership, many in his commu-
nity have developed a deeper relationship with
Jesus Christ. Further, many physical changes
have taken place under his leadership: Rev.
Dr. Severson has organized many new min-
istries and new outreach ministries in the com-
munity.

Dr. Severson is the past moderator of the
Camilla Missionary Baptist Association; Co-
Founder of the Christian Unity—biracial orga-
nization; past president of the Baptist Min-
istries Conference of Dougherty County; a
member of Vision Albany; a member of the
General Missionary Baptist Convention of
Georgia; and a member of the National Baptist
Congress of Christian Education—National
Baptist Convention, U.S.A. Inc.

As the Founder and CEO of the Union Mis-
sion Outreach Center, an outreach ministry for
the Union Missionary Baptist Church and com-
munity, Rev. Dr. Severson and the congrega-
tion continue Jesus’ work of helping the poor
by providing medicine, eye glasses, and den-
tal care to those community residents who
otherwise could not afford it. In addition, Rev.
Dr. Severson developed a summer enrichment
program held at Union Missionary Baptist
Church each summer which is available to the
community free of charge.

Mr. Speaker, Rev. Dr. Severson’s devotion
to the improvement of his community reminds
me of Matthew 25:35-37, in which Jesus
says, “l was hungry and you gave me some-
thing to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you
invited me in, | needed clothes and you
clothed me, | was sick and you looked after
me, | was in prison and you came to visit
me . . . Truly | tell you, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me.” Rev. Dr. Severson
has done a remarkable job of touching the
lives of his congregations, his communities,
and especially the least of these. As we mark
his fiftieth year of religious service, | wish to
extend my heartfelt thanks and sincerest con-
gratulations for his incredible contributions.

COMMEMORATING THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, twenty-one
years ago on July 26, 1990, the Americans
With Disabilities Act (ADA) was enacted with
complete bi-partisan support; opening doors
that were once shut and enabling persons with
disabilities to go to work, movies, take public
transportation and enjoy everyday activities
with dignity. Where physical and mental dif-
ficulties once served as barriers, countless
numbers of employment and educational op-
portunities are now available as a result of this
important piece of legislation.

| am proud to recognize the great work of
The Harlem Independent Living Center in my
congressional district in Manhattan, an organi-
zation that emerged under the ADA, and of-
fers invaluable services for the disabled com-
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munity such as counseling, training, and job
referrals. Under the leadership of Ms. Chris-
tina Curry, who heads the center, all disabled
New Yorkers have access to these services
and the organization works tirelessly to make
sure that businesses abide by the ADA.

While there is much to be proud of, we must
do more to better accommodate the disabled
community. Compared to the national unem-
ployment rate of 9.2%, a disproportionate
16.9% of our disabled Americans are currently
unemployed. At a time when we are relying
more heavily on advanced technology and
Internet services, our hearing and visually im-
paired are being left behind. Worse, the cuts
proposed under the Republican agenda take
away vital support services, including Social
Security, which is relied on by 55 million peo-
ple with disabilities.

I will continue to fight to ensure that all
Americans, regardless of background, ethnicity
or physical or mental capabilities have the
same opportunities to enjoy the American
Dream. We owe it to one out of five Ameri-
cans with a disability, including 16,000 resi-
dents in my district, who are counting on Con-
gress to be there for them.

————

IN TRIBUTE OF MR. BODHISATTWA
CHAUDHURI

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to extend my sincerest congratulations to Dr.
Bodhisattwa Chaudhuri, who has been award-
ed a 2011 Pharmaceutical Research and Man-
ufacturers of America Foundation award. Con-
necticut's Second District is honored to recog-
nize the outstanding achievement of Dr.
Chaudhuri’s extensive work at the University
of Connecticut.

For 45 years, the PhRMA Foundation has
assisted scientists with their research. The
Foundation believes that science and the
world of medicine can improve if scientists
have the right resources readily available to
them. Scientists who have been supported by
the PhRMA Foundation have shared their
knowledge with about 20,000 graduate stu-
dents.

Born in Agartala, India, Dr. Chaudhuri at-
tended the Indian Institute of Science where
he received a MS in Chemical Engineering.
He then went on to the New Jersey Institute
of Technology, where he studied Mechanical
Engineering and received his doctorate.
Today, Dr. Chaudhuri serves as an assistant
professor in the departments of Pharma-
ceutical Sciences and Institute of Material
Sciences at our very own University of Con-
necticut. He and many of his students are
passionate about researching granular me-
chanics in order to better understand different
processes in pharmaceutical manufacturing.

We need leaders and researchers—like Dr.
Chaudhuri—who are dedicated to sharing their
knowledge with young students. | stand with
my constituents in eastern Connecticut in hon-
oring the successful efforts of Dr. Chaudhuri’s
and interests in pharmaceutical technology
and granular mechanics research. | ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring the impres-
sive work of Dr. Bodhisattwa Chaudhuri. May
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Dr. Chaudhuri and others continue to teach
and encourage curiosity in the world of
science, medicine, and beyond.

———

HONORING CPT WILLIAM SMITH
HON. STEVE STIVERS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor CPT William Smith, who passed away
July 15, 2011, at the age of 93. A true Amer-
ican hero, CPT Smith charged the beaches of
Normandy, survived the Battle of the Bulge,
and continued on to serve in the Korean Con-
flict.

D-Day for CPT Smith began hours before
thousands braved the beaches of Normandy
on June 6, 1944. Under the cover of darkness,
he rowed alone onto Omaha Beach, making
ready for his duty as a forward observer. Bury-
ing himself for hours beneath a concrete slab
and under heavy enemy fire, CPT Smith used
only the lights of German artillery to locate
their guns, calling in the targets to US Naval
ships protecting the invasion. CPT Smith sur-
vived D-Day, spending 12 grueling hours
alone in his make-shift post with nothing but
infantry assault elements to protect him.

CPT William Smith also fought in the inva-
sions of North Africa and Sicily. In total, CPT.
Smith served in seven European campaigns,
including the infamous Battle of the Bulge,
never once putting his own safety before that
of his country. For his service in the 32nd
Field Artillery, 1st Infantry Division, he was
awarded the D-Day medal, World War Il
medal, French Freedom and Jubilee medals
and the Bronze Star with V for Valor.

Less than a decade later, CPT Smith once
again answered his country’s call to duty,
serving as an invasion specialist in the Korean
Conflict. Upon returning home, he built Kisco
Photo Service into a dominant force in the
camera and film market. Smith then went on
to serve as the Chairman of Sales and Mar-
keting Technology at Columbus Technical Col-
lege at age 53. Bill never lost touch with his
comrades in arms, joining both the VFW
Lodge #2398, Worthington, Ohio and
AMVETS, Worthington Post #239. He was a
member of New England Lodge #4, F & AM
and a 32nd degree Mason, Valley of Colum-
bus.

Married 70 years to wife Berni, with two chil-
dren, Bill and Shirley, Smith fully lived his fam-
ily values. Smith’s son, Bill E. Smith, spoke of
his late father as a man of faith, of family, and
of community. And that is just how we will re-
member him.

—————

THE 184TH RETURNS: A MOMENT
IN HISTORY

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZ0

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, on July 25, an
exchange of authority took place at Kandahar
Airfield, Afghanistan, signifying the end of mis-
sion for the 184th Expeditionary Sustainment
Command—the largest Mississippi Army Na-
tional Guard Unit and the largest one ever led
by Mississippians.
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The guard unit is more than 250 strong;
most are Mississippians; and the size of the
unit reflects the size of the mission. They
served as headquarters for Joint Sustaimnent
Command—Afghanistan, affecting more than
100,000 U.S. and coalition soldiers and civil-
ians. Over the past 9 months, the unit deliv-
ered nearly 414 million gallons of fuel, 26 mil-
lion pounds of ammo, 110 million meals, and
43 million pounds of mail.

This marks an important moment in history
and for military logistics, and the 184th has
made Mississippi, the National Guard, and this
Nation proud. To them, | am honored to say,
“Welcome Home and thank you.”

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN WADS-
WORTH, OHIO

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 125th anniversary of the Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in my home town,
Wadsworth, Ohio.

Sacred Heart has been encouraging the
Wadsworth community to participate, celebrate
and spread Catholic values for over a century,
and quite successfully, | might add. Sacred
Heart aims to empower and encourage others
to make a positive difference in the world.
With their devotion to the community comes
the lasting effect of true humanitarian work.

As a proud member of this parish, it has
been a truly humbling experience to witness
so many students, faculty, volunteers, and citi-
zens brought together by this one entity. Sa-
cred Heart has been a place of learning, shar-
ing the Catholic faith and creating life-long
friends for the last 125 years.

It is my pleasure to commemorate this mo-
mentous anniversary and to acknowledge all
of their accomplishments within the Wads-
worth community.

TRIBUTE TO EDITH MAE JORDAN
WILCOX

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to express
my profound sadness at the passing of long-
time Washington County, Alabama resident
and community leader, Mrs. Edith Mae Jordan
Wilcox, who passed away on July 12 at the
age of 95 after an extended illness.

“Miss Edith"—as she was affectionately
known—was born May 23, 1916, in Spencer,
Alabama. Her schooling began in the Yarbo
one-room school house with her two older sis-
ters. In 1932, she graduated from Murphy
High School in Mobile. From there, she at-
tended the University of Alabama where she
received an A&S Degree in 1936 and an LLB
Degree from the School of Law in 1939. Upon
graduation from law school, she was admitted
to the State Bar.

Miss Edith and her husband, Roy, married
on January 31, 1942. While he served in the
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Army Air Corps in New Guinea during World
War Il, Miss Edith became a very active com-
munity volunteer and a part of the family’s
land, timber, and mill business in Jordan.

When Staff Sgt. Wilcox returned from serv-
ice to his country, they established the Wilcox
and Plemmons Sawmill Company. The com-
pany remained a vibrant part of the local
economy until it closed in 1980.

Throughout her life, Miss Edith was an avid
volunteer. She was actively involved with the
board of the Washington County Chapter of
the American Red Cross, serving as chairman
of the Red Cross Blood Program when it was
first introduced in the county. She spent many
years traveling throughout the state with the
Bloodmobile.

Miss Edith was a member of the committee
that organized the Washington County Health
Council and was appointed to the Washington
County Hospital Board where she served for
10 years.

She was elected State President of the Ala-
bama Extension Homemaker's Council and
was an active and founding member of the
Washington County United Way. For all her
volunteer service, Miss Edith was awarded
with the Washington County Humanitarian of
the Year Award in 1997.

She was a member of the Order of the
Eastern Star for over 50 years and served as
state officer of the Alabama Grand Chapter.
She was also one of the founding members of
the Washington County Public Library and
served on its board for over 20 years.

In 2002, in recognition for her lifetime of re-
markable achievement and public service,
Miss Edith was inducted into the Washington
County Hall of Fame and a plaque was placed
in the courthouse in her honor.

Today, Jordan-Wilcox Stadium at Wash-
ington County High School bears her family
name as a tribute to her vision and generosity.
She donated the land for the building of the
Chatom Community Center that is also named
for her.

During her long and active life, Miss Edith
traveled to over 60 countries and throughout
all fifty states. She established an art gallery
in Chatom to showcase collectibles and
memorabilia from her world travels. The
Wilcox Gallery and Foundation will continue to
educate and entertain the residents of Wash-
ington County for years to come.

On behalf of the people of South Alabama,
| extend my deepest condolences to Miss
Edith’s family, including her daughter, Susan
Wilcox Turner and one granddaughter, Jordan
Anne Garner. Miss Edith’s memory will live on
through her great legacy of service to our
area.

FAA SHUTDOWN
HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, today millions
of Americans are waiting to see if the Repub-
licans will stop holding the economy hostage
and allow our nation to pay its bills, honor its
commitments to senior citizens and veterans,
and keep government workers at their jobs.
But 4,000 government workers already have
been laid off because of Republican intran-
sigence.

July 29, 2011

The Federal Aviation Administration, FAA,
was forced to shut down many of its oper-
ations last Saturday, because the House of
Representatives refused to pass a simple bill
to extend its funding authorization. As a result,
4,000 FAA employees in 35 states, the District
of Columbia and Puerto Rico were placed on
furlough. Those affected include many of the
FAA’s engineers, scientists, research analysts,
administrative assistants, computer specialists,
program managers, environmental protection
specialists, and community planners. These
government workers are being forced to live
without pay and are unable to do their jobs
developing our air travel infrastructure and
serving the flying public.

The FAA has assured the American people
that air traffic controllers will remain on the
job, and the safety of the flying public will not
be compromised. However, numerous FAA
projects and services have been affected.

Earlier this week, the FAA AN as forced to
issue stop work orders to construction and
technology contractors for critical airport mod-
ernization projects. As a result, dozens of con-
struction projects to build and modernize air
traffic control towers and other aviation infra-
structure were immediately halted. This work
stoppage risks putting numerous construction
workers and other private sector employees
out of work as well.

In my home state of California, the FAA
shutdown has delayed $131.5 million in fund-
ing for projects and furloughed 203 FAA em-
ployees in the Los Angeles area alone. But
the actual impact on the Los Angeles area is
far greater. Los Angeles International Airport,
LAX—uwhich is located in my Congressional
District—is the world’s sixth busiest airport.
LAX creates an estimated 59,000 jobs in or
near the airport and has a total annual eco-
nomic impact estimated at $60 billion. In 2008,
60 million passengers and 1.8 million tons of
freight and mail passed through LAX. All of
this economic activity depends upon the safety
and efficiency of our air travel system.

The work stoppage will have an immediate
negative impact on LAX, delaying a much
needed project to design and install new run-
way status lights. These lights improve visi-
bility for pilots and help them see when it is
safe to enter, cross or take off on a runway.
Stopping work on important projects like this
one will not only delay their completion but
also significantly increase the long-term costs
for taxpayers.

Unfortunately, LAX isn’'t alone in losing out
on these funds. Nationwide, over $250 million
in contracts for runway status lights have been
suspended. Also affected are nearly $20 mil-
lion in construction and engineering contracts
to protect air traffic control towers from earth-
quakes and over $14 million in projects to re-
search weather technology systems for air
traffic facilities and aircraft cockpits. This is no
way to run one of the top air transportation
systems in the world.

Why are the Republicans refusing to allow
the FAA to reopen its doors? The Republicans
certainly cannot claim they are trying to be fis-
cally responsible. The FAA shutdown is cost-
ing the federal government $30 million a day
in lost revenue from uncollected airline taxes.

FAA employees are dedicated public serv-
ants who work hard to ensure safe and effi-
cient air travel for the flying public. They are
proud of the work they do. | urge my Repub-
lican colleagues to let them go back to work.
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